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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

1 . Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Tsumura (US 
2002/0198028 Al). 

Regarding claim 1, Tsumura discloses a method of announcing an individual apparatus to 
a system containing a central apparatus, which comprises the steps of: announcing the individual 
apparatus (see fig. 3A-3B; portable telephone set 50) to the system (see fig. 4; on board system 
70) using optical communication (see pars. 0049-0056); and storing information about the 
individual apparatus in the system in the central apparatus (see par. 0050 and 0053). 

Regarding claim 2, Tsumura also discloses wherein the announcing is effected to the 
central apparatus (see pars. 0049-0056). 

Regarding claim 3, Tsumura also discloses announcing an intermediary apparatus (see 
fig. 4; optical communication device 36; and par. 0050) to the central apparatus (see par. 0050); 
announcing the individual apparatus to the intermediary apparatus resulting in an announcement 
(see par. 0050); and forwarding the announcement of the individual apparatus from the 
intermediary apparatus to the central apparatus (see par. 0050). 

Regarding claims 4-9, Tsumura further discloses performing the optical communication 
unidirectionally from the individual apparatus doing the announcing to an apparatus for 



Application/Control Number: 10/822,023 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2681 

registering the announcing (see pars. 0049-0056); after the announcing has occurred, outputting 
an acoustic confirmation signal by at least one of an apparatus registering the announcing and the 
central apparatus (see pars. 0049-0056); forming the system as a radio network (see pars. 0049- 
0056); forming the system as a data acquisition and data collection system (see pars. 0049-0056); 
performing the optical communication in an infrared range (see pars. 0047 and 0049-0056); 
forming the system as a consumption data acquisition and collection system (see pars. 0049- 
0056). 

Regarding claim 10, Tsumura discloses an apparatus for communicating with at least one 
other apparatus, the apparatus comprising: an optical interface (see fig. 5, optical communication 
device 64) for implementing optical communication with the at least one other apparatus (see 
par. 0047), the optical communication providing information about the apparatus for announcing 
a presence of the apparatus to the at least one other apparatus (see pars. 0049-0056). 

Regarding claim 11, Tsumura discloses a system, comprising: a first apparatus being a 
central apparatus (see fig. 4, onboard base station 74) having a first optical interface for 
performing optical communication (see fig. 4 and par. 0050); and a second apparatus selected 
from the group consisting of an individual apparatus and an intermediary apparatus and having a 
second optical interface for performing optical communication with said first optical interface 
(see fig. 4 and par. 0049-0056), the optical communication providing information about said 
second apparatus for announcing a presence of said second apparatus to said first apparatus (see 
fig. 4 and par. 0049-0056). 

Regarding claims 12-13, Tsumura also discloses the system is a data acquisition and data 
collection system (see fig. 4 and par. 0049-0056); said central apparatus is a master data collector 
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(see fig. 4 and par. 0049-0056); said intermediary apparatus is a data collector (see fig. 4 and par. 
0049-0056); and said individual apparatus is a terminal apparatus and data communication 
between said apparatuses is effected by way of radio (see fig. 4 and par. 0049-0056); wherein the 
system is a consumption data acquisition and collection system (see fig. 4 and par. 0049-0056). 

Regarding claim 14, Tsumura discloses a system, comprising: a first apparatus being a 
central apparatus having a first optical interface for performing optical communication (see 
explanation in claim 1); a second apparatus being an individual apparatus and having a second 
optical interface for performing optical communication (see explanation in claims 1 and 1 1); and 
a third apparatus being an intermediary apparatus and having a third optical interface for 
performing optical communication (see fig. 4; optical communication devices 36), said third 
optical interface communicating with said first and second optical interfaces (see fig. 4 and par. 
0049-0056), the optical communication providing information about said second and third 
apparatuses for announcing a presence of said second and third first apparatuses to said first 
apparatus (see fig. 4 and par. 0049-0056). 

Regarding claim 15, Tsumura also discloses wherein: the system is a data acquisition and 
data collection system; said central apparatus is a master data collector; said intermediary 
apparatus is a data collector; and said individual apparatus is a terminal apparatus and data 
communication between said first, second and third apparatuses is effected by way of radio (see 
fig. 4 and par. 0049-0056). 

Regarding claim 16, Tsumura also discloses wherein the system is a consumption data 
acquisition and collection system (see fig. 4 and par. 0049-0056). 
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Conclusion 



2. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Vonheim et al. (US 2004/0137845 Al) discloses method for transferring a device 
identifier block on a second communication link separated from the blue tooth link. 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David Q. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272-7844. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM-5:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, JOSEPH H. FEILD can be reached on (571)272-4090. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




David Nguyen 
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